The “What” and “Where” of Ministry (Part 1)
We will combine the “What” and “Where of ministry for this week’s leadership article.  The “What” and “Where” of ministry is often the most difficult to discover. One can know their purpose and destiny in God without knowing “What” to do and “Where it is to happen. This is a great challenge in leadership. However, the scriptures give us ample evidence that the “What” “Where of ministry can be discovered, resisting the need to make ministry happen and aimlessly “hitting the air”.

Because ministry involves sowing seed, we can look to Isaiah 28:23-29 to provide wisdom from the farmer’s perspective, saying,

“23 Give ye ear , and hear my voice; hearken , and hear my speech. 24 Doth the 
plowman plow all day to sow ? doth he open and break the clods of his ground? 25 
When he hath made plain the face thereof, doth he not cast abroad the fitches, and 
scatter the cummin, and cast in the principal wheat and the appointed barley and the 
rie in their place? 26 For his God doth instruct him to discretion, and doth teach him. 27 
For the fitches are not threshed with a threshing instrument, neither is a cart wheel 
turned about upon the cummin; but the fitches are beaten out with a staff, and the 
cummin with a rod. 28 Bread corn is bruised ; because he will not ever be threshing *it, 
nor break it with the wheel of his cart, nor bruise it with his horsemen. 29 This also 
cometh forth from the LORD of hosts, which is wonderful in counsel, and excellent in 
working.
The “What” and “Where”
The Hebrew language’s approach is one of using the visual to illustrate the physical. In this case, we see a farmer who has decided to plant several different types of crops. He knows “What” to do, because he knows the soil conditions of each field where he intends to plant. Farmers tend to rotate or move their crops from year to year to another piece of ground. This action provides nutrients from the new crop that the former crop used up in the soil.
“Knowing “What” and “Where” to plant is equally important. For a ministry leader, he/she must learn the condition of the soil in their city. This knowledge, whether spiritually revealed or learned through demographics, will point him/her in the direction toward answering these two questions. Knowing “Where” to sow evangelistically will prevent leaders from wasting valuable time and efforts of their volunteers. It is useless to just go by traditional means, when it comes to evangelism. Be a farmer, and know “What” to plant “Where”.

In the same sense, knowing “What” to plant and the instruments to use in the harvest you’re preparing for is essential. Again, the Hebrew language provides the visual so we can plan accordingly. Isaiah 28:23-29 reveals the following:
1. You don’t cast fitches

2. You don’t scatter cumin

3. You don’t cast wheat, barley and rye

4. Fiches are not threshed, but beaten with a staff

5. Cummin is beaten  with a rod

6. Corn is bruised if you over-thresh or horses trod on it, and broken if the wheel of a cart runs over it

In verse twenty-three, twenty-six and twenty-nine, we are given three distinct scriptures that point us to the need to listen closely to what is being said in this passage. In fact, the Spirit of Counsel uses words, like: hearken, hear, instruct, discretion, teach, wonderful counsel and excellent in working. These words provide a sense of “It is really important to hear what the Spirit of Counsel is pointing out.”
In part two of the “What” and “Where of ministry, we will break this down even further. Don’t miss it!

For the harvest,

Brother Bill
