Releasing God’s Glory through Relationship Part 3

There is so much irony within the kingdom of God. It seems to be a kingdom of opposites; case in point: Jesus said, “If you desire to be great in the kingdom of God, you must become everyone’s servant”. With all of the talk in today’s Church about the need for revival, it’s surprising to see the rubble and ruin of relationships along the roadside while various leaders speed by in their ministry vehicles.


Jesus gave such an example in the story of the Good Samaritan found in Luke 10:33-37. As we have now seen evidence of it, serving others releases the glory of God. This confirms the title of the last three leadership blogs: releasing the Glory of God through Relationships. It is in serving the Gospel of Christ and displaying His care for others that we find the Lord confirming His word with awesome signs, wonders, miracle and mighty deeds. Read the following passage of scripture to be reminded of certain aspects of the story:


But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, 
he had compassion on him, and went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil 
and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of 
him. And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to 
the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and whatsoever thou spendest more, 
when I come again, I will repay thee. Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was 
neighbor unto him that fell among the thieves? And he said, He that shewed mercy 
on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, and do thou likewise.

I have taken the liberty to underline the verbs in the first sentence that describe the sequence of things the God Samaritan did, meaning: he had compassion on the wounded man; he went or engaged his heart to help the man; he bandaged the man’s wounds; he poured healing balms and gave the wounded man something to ease his pain; he brought the man to a place where he could recuperate; and finally, he helped care for the man. Then, Jesus asked the question, “Which among the three (Priest, Levite, Samaritan) was a neighbor to this one who was robbed and left for dead”? 

One of the Greek definitions of the word “neighbor” is – a member of the Jewish community. Besides the obvious need for the Church to illustrate compassion and care for people, I believe Jesus was establishing two very important things here: a case for covenant relationships; and opening the door for Gentiles to be saved.

The setting of the story reveals a man is a resident of Samaria, a country that the Jews despised (calling them dogs, or people outside of God’s covenant) and would not have anything to do with them. However, we find this Samaritan goes out of his way to reach out to a wounded and left-for-dead Jew. Ironic, isn’t it? Clearly, Jesus illustrates that covenant is not entirely based on our need for relationship, but our need to minister to others. Yes, it is true that the Lord places others in our lives to be a blessing to us. However, we will not always experience the full measure of that blessing before we first reach out

When Jesus prayed (John 17), He identified at least two aspects of the kind of relationship He had with the Father: He spoke about “Love” and “Glory”. In both, Jesus said, “The glory You have given Me, I give to them” and “The same love You have loved Me with is theirs”. In other words, “Because of this divine relationship, they will receive what I received”. Jesus show us that the once relationship we have in common is with Him, and, as we aligned our hearts with in it, it releases a flow that is foreign to the earth.

True, kingdom-relationships will reflect at least these two elements Jesus identified: love and glory, for they are earmarks of the relationship Jesus had with the Father. He has given them both to us. The glory of God can and will be fully released through kingdom-relationships and this will clearly mark us as evidence to the world of God’s existence. If we exhibit anything else, it can be compared to a “garage-sale” approach to relationships and a failed attempt to circumvent what Jesus prophesied. Remember: “Love” and “Glory” is yours. If you display it, it will come back to you. That’s what Jesus did…and His glory is filling the earth…NOW!
For King and His kingdom,
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